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Welcome to the September/October Newsletter 2017                                                                                           

We spent most of the summer playing and splashing in the water play. We have also been on plenty of walks to the park 

and have had lovely picnics. On the days it rained, we wore our wellies and wetsuits to splash in the puddles at the park. 

We went to Bocketts Farm as well as weekly swimming at Hampton Pool. We have grown some fabulous fruit and 

vegetables in the nursery garden, and enjoyed the teddies bear’s picnic, sports day and summer concert. The parent 

race at sports day was great fun, and the party after the concert was enjoyed by all ! The bacon and sausage butties 

were very popular with the dads to celebrate Father’s day. The children leaving this year had a graduation ceremony 

and received a certificate. We wish the children whom have left us for school every success and happiness for the 

future. 

 

Swimming lessons – 

children of 2 and over  

The swimming lessons at 

Hampton Open Air Pool will 

continue on Mondays, 

Wednesdays and Fridays  

for 6 weeks starting 4th 

September, and are always 

very popular. There is one 

space left on Monday and 

Friday , and they will restart 

April 2018. 
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Garsons Farm – children of 2 and over 
We are planning a trip in Sept/Oct to pick fruit and vegetables- will keep you informed. See www.garsons.co.uk  for 
more information 
DIWALI – Thursday 19th October 2017 

We will be celebrating Diwali during this week ,  which is known as the Festival of Lights. The children will be creating 

their own Diva pots, rangoli pictures and looking at the story of Rama and Sita. They will also be taking part in a food 

tasting activity, tasting different Diwali foods. 

Forest schools sessions 

Forest school gives children an understanding of the 
world around them, encouraging and inspiring them 
through positive outdoor experiences. The children 
love to design and build their own dens and shelters 
using camoflague fabrics, tarpaulins, pegs twigs and 
logs. They go pond dipping in our very own pond 
which is home to lots of wildlife and a frog!  The 
children are able to whitle with vegetable peelers, 
hunt for bugs and paint outdoors (mixing our own 
paints and making our own paint brushes!) They 
have also been growing fruit and vegetables which 
have been enjoyed at meal times! Forest school 
sessions carry on all year round, and we will be 
giving specific updates on our weekly blog. Also 
please see the gallery on the website: 
http://www.thdn.co.uk/gallery/our-forest-school/  
 
 

What’s NEW??  

We have improved the outdoor learning area further with the addition of new table, shelves and a permanent wood work 

area for the children to freely explore. 

We have added more books to the reading scheme – see below.                                                                                                                                   

We now have a ‘colour of the week’. We will explore this colour in lots of ways, searching and collecting objects during 

walks and even creating and mixing our own paints in forest school! We have a ‘Colour Box’ located in the entrance, which 

will be filled with exciting objects that we have found in nursery and that you have found at home. With your child you 

can bring any object of that colour and bring it in to share with everyone.  Please see the noticeboard for the colour each 

and the following weeks. 

Other Festivals                                                                                                                                                                                                     

We will be looking at Harvest Festival and will have activities involving fresh fruit, vegetables and other produce. Harvest 

festivals are traditionally held on or near the Sunday of the Harvest Moon. This is the full Moon that occurs closest to the 

autumn equinox ( 22nd or 23rd September). 

The Chinese Moon Festival falls on October 4th.  The Mid-Autumn Festival is the second grandest festival after the Spring 

Festival in China. It takes its name from the fact that it is always celebrated in the middle of the autumn season. The day is 

also known as the Moon Festival, as at that time of the year the moon is at its roundest and brightest.  We will have great 

fun making moon cakes. 

We shall look at Halloween (nothing scary!) by deseeding pumpkins, making pumpkin soup, and reading books such as 

‘Pumpkin Soup’. 

AUTUMN We will be focusing on Autumn as a broad subject, which includes Colours, Shapes and Numbers. 

We have included an Autumn information sheet for your reference. 

Autumn is always a fun topic because so much is changing and this is very easy for the children to see. We 

can go out for walks and collect different colour leaves and in Bushy Park we can see how the coats on the 

Deer are changing because they need to be warmer in the winter. This is also a good time of year for a nature table 

which the children can collect things for and we can then use in our discussions. Colours, shapes and numbers are also 

fun but in a different way; we can make new shapes out of other shapes, we can learn to recognise numbers using 

different amounts of food, colours or fun items.  
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Uniform                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

Each of the children aged 2 years and over are supplied with a free T shirt which we hope they will enjoy wearing each 

time to nursery. Further T’s are available at £ 5 each. Please ask any member of staff 

Parent Questionnaires                                                                                                                                                                                        

Thank you to all for returning your questionnaires, which are an invaluable way of reviewing our practice. We have 

had a greater response, possibly due to the new locked suggestions/ questionnaires box near the entrance, which 

ensures anonymity. They were very positive overall, and a few points/queries were raised; 

In response to your request, the ‘All about my day’ forms ( children aged 2-2 ½ yrs) are now also used for children aged 

2 ½ – 3yrs to give more detailed information about your child’s day including meals and sleeps. 

Staff are happy to speak privately with you in comfort at any time in the staff hut near the outdoor learning area. 

Menus and allergens information are displayed on the noticeboard, and can be seen on our website. The Autumn 

menus will be emailed to you next week , to include allergens information, which take effect from the beginning of 

October. 

New staff are introduced at the entrance door for the first few days, and all staff have name badges on. The nursery 

manager, deputy manager, baby room supervisor, or senior practitioners will discuss your child’s day with you.  

 

Babies and Toddlers 

The babies will continue to enjoy their regular massage sessions, trips out including to the libary, feeding the ducks 
and nature walks around the local parks. They regulary enjoy music throughout the week – dancing, singing and 
performing actions to rhymes and music. The messy play is well varied – including muddy soap foam, paint, custard, 
mushy peas and ‘clean mud’. The babies also enjoy their gym, heuristic play and treasure baskets, which are popular 
activities.  
The baby room library is well used with props and very popular with even the youngest children 

 

OUTINGS 

We shall be visiting the library regularly as usual and arranging for librarian to come to read to the children.               

We shall visit St Mary’s House Elderly People’s home with gifts as usual this Autumn, together with some homemade 

bread made by the children for the residents. We shall take playdough in order that the elderly and the children can 

play with together – beneficial for strengthening muscle tone in the hands of all ages! 

We shall continue to have our regular outings to Bushy Park to collect leaves etc  

 

Parent Guides and sample recipe 

This time we attach a guide on Early Science which we hope you find interesting. 



The recipe this issue from our Autumn menu is Chickpea fritters, sweet potato mash and sweetcorn, which we hope you 

will enjoy making and eating at home! 

 

Jolly Phonics, Maths and 

Reading.                                                                                                                                                              

The Nursery, with the benefit 

of our consultant Lee, a fully 

qualified teacher, delivers 

Jolly Phonics and letter 

formation, maths and reading. 

We carry out activities such as 

circle time with phonics, air 

writing, laminated cards and 

white board pens to practice 

writing the letters, letter 

formation sheets and writing 

activities.  

The nursery uses Biff and Chip 

books for our reading scheme, 

which are used by local infants 

schools, and has proved to be very popular among the children. Please do speak to member of staff if you feel your child 

is ready to take part, if they are not already. We attach information to you which covers maths, reading and phonics for 

2-3yr olds and 3-4yr olds.  

Parent contact list and getting to know each other 

We have collected the contact details including the name of your child from you all to be emailed again next this week 

to other parents, in order that you may contact each other.  This is in response to addressing the fact that it can be 

difficult to see each other regularly as parents, as you all drop off and collect your children at different times. 

We have various parent get together each year, including Our Spring fete and Summer party, Summer and Christmas 

concerts, Father’s Day breakfast and Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea , Sports day and the Sparkler Party ( see below).  

Parent representative ? 

To further extend opportunities for you all to meet up, we are looking for a person to organise occasional 

outings/events for all parents. For example a picnic or walk in the local parks, or meet at local coffee shops , or lunches, 

dinners, Hampton Pool dates etc at the weekend. Please speak to Michelle or one of the staff team. 

Birthdays                                                                                                                                                                                            

We would like to wish Sreya (4) happy birthday in September and Amelia and Matilda (both 3) 

Joshua ( 2) and William (1) on their birthdays in October. Each child will receive a card and book 

gift from the nursery.  

New children                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

This newsletter, we would like to welcome Alfie, William, Theo,  Jenson, Eve and Joshua and their families to the 

nursery. We know you will have great fun! 

Future dates/ events for your diaries… 

Thursday 2nd  November – Sparkler Party 5.15pm onwards for ALL parents and ALL children ( including babies) with a 

selection of meat and vegetarian sausages in rolls ! 

Tuesday 12th December - Christmas Concert sing-along  (Over 2’s) for ALL parents and ALL children to include get 

together for parents afterwards - at 5pm-6.30pm. 

Thursday 14th December –Christmas Party 11.30am – 1pm For both over 2’s and Under 2’s – 2 separate parties in each 

of the rooms The parties are for ALL the Nursery children, so please feel free to bring your child along, if you do not 

normally attend on Thursdays. There is no extra charge for the party to parents.  

We hope you enjoy the weekly updates on our website. If you do not receive them automatically by email, please do 

let us know, and we will add you to the subscribers list. 

Thanks for reading! 


